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ROMUALDAS ADOMAVICIUS | Lietuvos jiiry muziejus, Klaipéda

Sugrizusi | gimtaji uosta... Istoriné karinio laivyno véliava Lietuvos jury
muziejuje

1940 m. liepos pabaigoje SSRS okupuotos Lietuvos pajuryje vyko tylus, bet simboliskai
reikSmingas, pasiprieSinimas okupantams. Su tikslu pasiekti laisve trys lietuviai, karo laivo
,Prezidentas Smetona“ jiiry karininkai, nedidele jachta isplauké i§ Sventosios uosto | audringa
Baltijos jura. Kaip atgimsiancios valstybés viltj kartu su savimi pasiémeé Lietuvos karinio jury
laivyno véliava. Tai viena i§ nedaugelio tarpukario Lietuvos kariuomenés véliavy, neatitekusi
sovietams.

1927 m. birzelio 15 d. busimo karinio laivyno véliavos projekta, pasiulytg Lietuvos
jurininky sajungos, patvirtino Lietuvos Respublikos vyriausybé. Véliavos pagrindas - tautineé
trispalvé, viduryje — geltoname ir Zaliame lauke — raudoname skyde aukso spalvos vycio kryZius.
1935 m. spalio 26 d. bandomasis iSplaukimas j jurg tapo istoriniu, nes ant ,Prezidento Smetonos*®
stiebo pirma kartg buvo iSkelta Lietuvos karinio laivyno véliava ir laivas pirma kartg su karine
igula iSplaukeé | jura. Pagal uzsakymga Karaliauciuje buvo pagamintos 33 laivo véliavos: dvi
didZiosios (2 x 3 m), SeSios maZosios (1,3 x 2 m), devynios laivo val¢iy - keturios didesnés (1 x 1,5
m) ir penkios mazesnés (0,6 x 0,9 m), aStuoni giuisai (0,6 x 0,9 m) ir aStuoni vimpelai (0,2 x 3,5 m).

1939 m. kovo 22 d. Klaipédos krasta ir uostg perémé nacistiné Vokietija. Kovo 23 d.
vidurdienj karo laivas ,Prezidentas Smetona“, pakranciy apsaugos laivai ir uoste stovéje Lietuvos
prekybinio laivyno garlaiviai iSplauke i$ Klaipédos prie$ pat Vokietijos laivynui jplaukiant j uosta
su A. Hitleriu prieSakyje. Tik 1939 m. rugséji, pagilinus farvaterj, ,Prezidentas Smetona“ jplaukeé i
Sventosios uosta, kuriame sutiko 1940 m. birZelj SSRS pradéta mnepriklausomos Lietuvos
Respublikos okupacija. Tuo metu laivui vadovavo komandoras leitenantas Povilas Julius
Labanauskas (1908-1999 m.) - pirmasis tarpukario Lietuvos karinio laivyno karininkas.
Profesijos pagrindusjis jgijo [talijos ir Prancuzijos aukStosiose karinio laivyno mokyklose.



ROMUALDAS ADOMAVICIUS | SugrijZusi | gimtajj uosta... Istoriné karinio laivyno véliava

1940 m. birZelj-liepa karo laivo ,Pirmtnas® (buv. ,Prezidentas Smetona®) karininkai -
P J. Labanauskas, kapitonas leitenantas Vytautas Kuizinas ir jaunesnysis leitenantas Ri¢ardas
Bernardas Nakas, nors ir atriboti informacijos apie procesus Salyje, ruosési pabégimui. 1940 m.
liepos 20 d., pasinaudoje kylancia juroje audra, jachta ,Nijolé* jie iSburiavo | Klaipéda. Su savimi
pasiémé nepriklausomos Lietuvos valstybés simbolj - karinio jiry laivyno véliava.

Praéjus penkiasdesimciai mety Lietuvos karinio jury laivyno véliava atsidaré 1940 m.
lietuviy emigranty Seimoje Baltimoréje gimusio, Lietuvos istorinés ginkluotés ir kariuomenés
atributy kolekcionieriaus, Henry GaidZio rankose. Jam teko bendrauti su Lietuvos karinio laivyno
pionieriumi P. J. Labanausku, kuris perdavé aktyviam JAV lietuviy bendruomenés nariui savo
asmeninius daiktus (pvz. karine uniforma), atsigabentus karo metu i$ Lietuvos. Apie 1990 m.
H. Gaidis véliava isigijo ginkluotés aukcione Merylando valstijoje, kurioje ilga laika gyveno buves
laivyno komandoras leitenantas. Kolekcionierius neabejoja, kad tai tarpukario karo laive
,<Prezidentas Smetona“ 1935 m. pirma kartg iSkelta véliava. Paties P. J. Labanausko jis nedrjso
paklausti apie Sios véliavos likima, manydamas, kad buves jury karininkas buvo priverstas su ja
atsisveikinti dél finansiniy sunkumy emigracijoje.

2017 m. Lietuvos valstybés Simtmecio jubiliejaus iSvakarése unikali véliava griZo i savo
gimtajj uosta — Klaipéda. JAV lietuvio kolekcionieriaus Henry GaidZio, paskolinusio Simtmecio
proga véliava, geranoriSkumo déka ir Lietuvos ambasados VaSingtone karo atasé pulkininko
Alvydo Siupario, organizavusio véliavos siuntima diplomatiniu pastu, bendradarbiavimo vasario
16 d. Lietuvos valstybingumui reikSmingas simbolis iSeksponuotas Lietuvos jury muziejuje. Nuo
rudens veliava bus eksponuojama Vilniuje, o véliau ir Kaune.



ROMUALDAS ADOMAVICIUS | Lithuanian Sea Museum, Klaipeda

Back in its home port... The historical flag of the Lithuanian Navy in the
Lithuanian Sea Museum

At the end of July of 1940, silent though symbolically significant resistance took place in
the coastal area of Lithuania, occupied by the USSR. The wish to be free forced three Lithuanians,
the officers of the warship Prezidentas Smetona, to depart from the port of Sventoji on board a
small sailing boat and head towards the stormy Baltic Sea. They took the flag of the Lithuanian
Navy with them hoping for the state to be reborn. This is one of the very few flags of inter-war
Lithuania, which did not fall into the hands of the soviets.

The design of the flag of the future Navy, proposed by the Lithuanian Seafarers' Union, was
approved by the Government of the Republic of Lithuania on 15 June, 1927. The basis of the flag is
the national tricolour, with a golden Cross of Vytis in a red shield in the middle of the flag - in a
yellow and green field. On 26 October 1935, during the trial sailing of the warship, the flag of the
Lithuanian Navy was hoisted on the mast of the Prezidentas Smetona and the warship with the
military crew aboard sailed to the sea for the first time. 33 ship flags were made to order in
Konigsberg, namely: two large flags (2x3 m); six small flags (1.3x2 m); nine flags for the boats of the
warship, i.e. four bigger (1x1.5 m) and five smaller (0.6x0.9 m); eight jacks (0.6x0.9 m) and eight
pennants (0.2x3.5m).

On 22 March 1939, the Klaipéda Region and Port were taken over by Nazi Germany. On 23
March, warship Prezidentas Smetona, coastguard boats and steamships of the Lithuanian
Commercial Fleet left Klaipéda right before the German Navy, led by A. Hitler, arrived to the Port.
In September of 1939, when the fairwater was dredged, Prezidentas Smetona entered the port of
Sventoji and was docked there till the independent Republic of Lithuania was occupied by the
USSR in June of 1940. At that time the warship was under command of the commanding officer
Povilas Julius Labanauskas (1908-1999), the first officer of the Navy of inter-war Lithuania. He

was trained in the naval higher education institutions in Italy and France.



ROMUALDAS ADOMAVICIUS | Back in its home port...The historical flag of the Lithuanian Navy

In June-July of 1940, the officers of warship Pirmiinas (previously Prezidentas Smetona)

Povilas Julius Labanauskas, Vytautas Kuizinas and Ri¢ardas Bernardas Nakas, though with the
limited information about the processes in the country available, were preparing to escape. On 20
July 1940, the officers took advantage of the approaching storm and sailed to Klaipéda on board
the sailing boat Nijolé. They took with them the symbol of the independent State of Lithuania -the

flag of the Lithuanian Navy.

Fifty years later, the flag of the Lithuanian Navy appeared in the hands of Henry Gaidis, the
collector of the Lithuanian historical military artifacts, who was born in 1940 in Baltimore in the
family of the Lithuanian emigrants. The active member of the Lithuanian American community
had the chance to communicate with PJ. Labanauskas, the pioneer of the Lithuanian Navy, who
handed over to him his personal items (such as his military uniform) brought from Lithuania
during the war. Approximately in 1990, Gaidis acquired the flag in the gun show held in Maryland,
where PJ. Labanauskas had been living for a long time. The collector has no doubts, that this is the
same flag, that was hoisted on the mast of Prezidentas Smetona for the first time in 1935. The
collector didn't dare to ask PJ. Labanauskas about the flag, thinking that the ex-commander was
forced to sell it because of financial difficulties suffered in emigration.

In 2017, on the eve of the 100th anniversary of the Lithuanian State, the unique flag
returned to its home Port Klaipéda. Thanks to the goodwill of collector Henry Gaidis, who loaned
the flag on the occasion of the 100th Independence Anniversary Celebration, and cooperation of
Alvydas Siuparis, the Lithuanian Defense Attaché Colonel, who arranged the delivery of the flag
via Embassy diplomatic pouch, the significant symbol of the statehood of Lithuania will be
displayed in the Lithuanian Sea Museum on 16 February. Hopefully, in autumn the flag will be
displayed in Vilnius and Kaunas as well.



JARMO SAARINEN | ,Forum Marinum® jureivystés centras, Turku

Alkis, minos, puvésiai ir radys. Ankstyvieji Suomijos karinio jury
laivyno metai

Suomijos pilietinis karas prasidéjo 1918 m. sausio 27 d. ir tesési iki geguZés 15 d. Rusijos
priespaudos laikais Suomijoje kilo maisto produkty krizé, tad Salis tapo priklausoma nuo i3
Rusijos importuojamy grudy. Po Rusijos revoliucijos grudai nebebuvo transportuojami. Europoje
grudy taip pat nebuvo galima isigyti dél ten vykusio karo. 1918 m. grudus buvo galima isigyti
Argentinoje ir JAV. Suomijos laivybos bendroveés iSgyveno ne pacius geriausius laikus, tad
vyriausybé nusprendé pati pasirupinti importuojamy maisto produkty transportavimu. Suomijos
Jury valdyba nusavino garlaivius ,Joulan®, ,Lakhta“, ,Merkur” ir ,Pallada“. Siuos prekybinius
laivus buvo perémes Rusijos karinis jury laivynas, kuris naudojo juos transportavimo ir ligoninés
tikslais. Jie tarnavo iki 1920 m. rudens.

Tebesitesiant Suomijos pilietiniam karui, pradéta ruostis iSminavimui. Vokieciai, suomiai
ir rusai vedé derybas dél iSminavimo dar prieS paskutiniams Rusijos karinio jury laivyno laivams
paliekant Helsinkj. 1918 m. geguzés meén. Suomija ir Vokietija susitaré dél iSminavimo darby
organizavimo ir dél Suomijos iSminuotojy padaliniy jsteigimo Vokietijos kariniame jury laivyne.
Rusijos karinis jury laivynas Suomijos laivy statyklose uZsisaké kelis medinius miny tralerius ir
susisiekimo laivus. Keli laivai liko tarnauti Suomijos kariniame jury laivyne. Nors dél pernelyg
intensyvaus naudojimo laivai buvo gerokai nusidévéje, vis délto keli jy tarnavo Antrojo pasaulinio
karo metu.

Rusijos kariniame jiury laivyne tarnavo 48 suomiy kilmés admirolai. Tarnavimas Rusijos
kariniame jury laivyne buvo puiki karjeros galimybé Suomijos didiky ir turtuoliy suinums. Keli
Suomijos karininkai dalyvavo Pirmojo pasaulinio karo muiSiuose. Pirmaisiais Suomijos karinio
jurylaivyno gyvavimo metais jie buvo labiausiai kompetentingi ir patyre karininkai.

Vokietijoje baige mokslus karininkai troSko atsikratyti ,rusy” karininky. Nuo 1927 m. né vienas
auksto laipsnio karininkas neturéjo ,rusisko iSsilavinimo®.



JARMO SAARINEN | Alkis, minos, puvésiai ir rudys. Ankstyvieji Suomijos karinio jury laivyno metai

[§ pradziy Suomijos karinj jury laivyng sudaré rusy palikti laivai, kurie buvo seni,
apgadinti, silpni ir nelabai tinkami plaukioti. 1920 m. buvo pasiraSyta Tartu taikos sutartis,
oficialiai jteisinusi taikius Suomijos ir Soviety Rusijos santykius. Buve kariniai Rusijos laivai buvo
padalinti Suomijai, Estijai ir Soviety Rusijai. Buvo numatytas ne vienas planas dél Suomijos
karinio jury laivyno sukurimo. Galiausiai 1927 m. Suomijos parlamentas priémé Laivyno
jstatyma ir buvo uZsakyta keletas naujy laivy: du Sarvuotlaiviai, povandeniniai laivai, mokomasis
laivas, minininkaiirt.t.



JARMO SAARINEN | Forum Marinum Maritime Centre, Turku

Hunger, mines, rot and rust. The early years of the Finnish Navy

When the civil war broke out in Finland in January 27th and lasted to May 15th 1918.
During the Russian regime Finland's own food production was insufficient and the country was
dependent on grain imported from Russia. After the Russian Revolution transports ceased. Grain
could not be bought from Europe, either, because of the war. In 1918 the grain available was
produced in Argentina and the USA. The Finnish shipping companies were in a dire situation, so
the government decided to organise the transport of imported foodstuffs itself. The Finnish
Maritime Board appropriated steamers Joulan, Lakhta, Merkur and Pallada. These were merchant
vessels that the Russian Navy had taken over for transport and hospital purposes. They were in
service to autumn 1920.

As the Finnish Civil War continued, preparations were made for minesweeping. Germans,
Finns and Russians negotiated on minesweeping even before the last Russian Navy vessels left
Helsinki. In May 1918, Finland and Germany agreed on organising minesweeping and
establishing Finnish minesweeping units within the German Navy.

The Russian Navy ordered several wooden minesweepers and communication vessels
from Finnish boatyards. Some of the boats remained in the use of the Finnish Navy. Although the
boats wore out in intensive use, some of them were still in service during World War II.

A total of 48 Finnish-born admirals served in the Russian Navy. Training as an officer in
the Russian Navy was a good career opportunity for the sons of the Finnish nobles and the
bourgeoisie. Several Finnish officers participated in battles during World War I. They were the
most qualified and experienced officers in the Finnish Navy during its first years.

The men who had received a military training in Germany wanted to get rid of “Russian”
officers. From 1927 none of the higher officers had “Russian background”



JARMO SAARINEN | Hunger, mines, rot and rust. The early years of the Finnish Navy

From the beginning the Finnish Navy consisted of vessels left behind by Russians: old,
damaged, weak and less seaworthy. The Tartu Peace Treaty officially establishing peaceful
relations between Finland and Soviet Russia was signed in 1920. Former Russian naval vessels
were divided between Finland, Estonia and Soviet Russia. There were several plans to develop the
Finnish Navy. Finally the Finnish Parliament gave the Navy Act in 1927 and new vessels could be
ordered: two battleships, submarines, sailing training vessel, torpedo boats etc.



ARTO OLL | Estijos jury muziejus, Talinas

Estijos karinio jury laivyno kurimas ir brity eskadros veiksmai Estijos
vandenyse 1918 m. lapkriti-gruodi

Pirmojo pasaulinio karo padariniai pakeité politine ir ekonomine Europos padétj. Ketveri
karo metai baigési Rusijos, Vokietijos, Austrijos-Vengrijos ir Osmanuy imperijy Zlugimu. Tuo
laikotarpiu daugelis maZy tauty pasinaudojo galimybe ir pasiskelbe nepriklausomomis
valstybémis. Estija, Latvija, Lietuva, Suomija ir Lenkija atsiskyré nuo Rusijos. Vakary Europoje
kariniai veiksmai baigési, taiau Ryty Europoje émé klostytis labai pavojinga padétis. Soviety
Rusija, panorusi atkurti buvusias Rusijos imperijos sienas, atsiduré ant pilietinio karo slenkscio.
Naujai susikurusios Baltijos valstybés nenoréjo prisijungti prie komunistinio rezimo. Ryty
Europai émeé grésti dar vienas karinis konfliktas. Taigi, pirma kartg istorijoje Estijos Respublikai
teko organizuoti ginkluotgsias pajégas, kad apginty savo laisve.

Estijos nepriklausomybés karo metu, nuo 1918 m. lapkricio iki 1920 m. sausio, estams teko
atremti Soviety Rusijos kariniu pajégu puolimus. Esty kareiviams tai buvo labai sunki uzduotis,
nes karo pradzioje kariuomené buvo ganétinai mazai ir menkai aprupinta. Palyginti su kitomis
Baltijos valstybémis, kariné situacija Estijoje buvo labiau komplikuota. Tai nulémé geografiné
Estijos padeétis. Dél ilgos kranto linijos Saliai grésé ir Sovietinés armijos, ir Baltijos laivyno
puolimai. Estijos kariné vadovybé puikiai suvokeé Sig galimg grésme. Jei Estijos pajégos ir buty
galéjusios sustabdyti Sovietine armija Zemyningje valstybés dalyje, kovoti su Baltijos laivynu
juroje nebuvo jokiy Sansy. Taip pat buvo baiminamasi, kad Baltijos laivynas gali lengvai uzimti
Estijos sostine Taling ir sekmingai nutraukti Estijos karinj pasiprieSinima. Be to, Estijos karininkai
buvo jsitikine, kad Baltijos laivynas suvaidins lemiama vaidmenj ankstyvosiose isiverzimo
kovose. Taigi, Soviety karinis jury laivynas buty sustiprines besiartinancius Sovietinés armijos
flangus artilerine ugnimi ir iSsilaipinimo operacijomis. Taip pat reikéty pamineéti, kad 1918 m.
Baltijos juros regione nebuvo konkurencingy kariniy jury laivyny (iSskyrus Vokietijg, kuriai teko
atiduoti didZiajg savo karinio jury laivyno dalj nugaléjusiems sgjungininkams). Todél Estijai buvo
gyvybiskaisvarbu organizuoti nuosavas jury gynybos pajégas.



ARTO OLL | Estijos karinio jiry laivyno kiirimas ir brity eskadros veiksmai Estijos vandenyse 1918 m.

Estijos karinis jury laivynas buvo oficialiai jkurtas 1918 m. lapkri¢io 21 d. MaZai $aliai su
ribotais iStekliais tai buvo iSties nelengva uzduotis. 1918 m. lapkritj Estija iS esmés neturéjo nei
kariniy laivy, nei personalo, nei kranto jrenginiuy, nei veikiancios karinio jury laivyno bazés. Tuo
tarpu Sovietiné armija, padedama Baltijos laivyno kariniy laivy, ganétinai lengvai uzémeé Narva ir
Narva Jeest. Estijos jury gynybos pajégu vadas Rudolf Schiller nusprendé, kad Estijos karinio jury
laivyno padaliniai bus pasirenge ne anksciau kaip 1919 m. balandj. Tuo labiau, kad Sios pajégos
teturéjo keletg laivy, kurie tikrai nebuvo pajégus mesti iSsukj Soviety kariniam jury laivynui
juroje. Be to, didZiule nuostabag kelia ir tai, kad net Estijos laikinoji vyriausybé neskyré
pakankamai démesio valstybés administruojamuy juriniy instituciju steigimui. 1918 m.
lapkri¢io—gruodZio mén. visg jurine infrastruktiirg (uostus, Svyturius, pagalbinius laivus ir
prekybinius laivus) perémé ir valdé Estijos kariné organizacija Gynybos sajunga. Tuo metu Estija
iS esmeés neturéjo veiksminguy karinio jury laivyno pajégu. Taciau jos buvo gyvybiskai svarbios
jaunos respublikos iSlikimui. Visy pirma dél to, kad kad bet koks susisiekimas su Skandinavija ir
Vakary Europa buvo jmanomas tik jura. Siekiant iSvengti izoliacijos, Estijai teko suformuoti jury
politika ir isteigti reikiamas jirines institucijas, turéjusias sustiprinti Estijos gynybines
pastangas. Estijos atstovai taip pat kreipési j DidZiosios Britanijos vyriausybe su praSymu atsiusti
maisto ir suteikti karine pagalbg. 1918 m. gruodj | Taling atvyko brity eskadra, vadovaujama
kontradmirolo Alexander Sinclair. Tuo pat metu - 1918 m. gruodZio 23 d. - Estijos karinio jury
laivyno vadu buvo paskirtas kapitonas Johan Pitka (kuriam véliau buvo suteiktas kontradmirolo
laipsnis). 1918 m. gruodzio pabaigoje, padedamas kontradmirolo Sinclair, Estijos karinis jury
laivynas Siaurés Estijos pakrantés vandenyse pradéjo vykdyti savo pirmajg operacija. Brity
eskadra Suomijos jlankoje patruliavo iki 1919 m. gruodZio ir veiksmingai blokavo Baltijos laivyno
puolimus.



ARTO OLL | Estonian Maritime Museum, Tallinn

Forming the Estonian Navy and the activities of the British squadron in
Estonian waters November-December 1918

The aftermath of World War I changed the political and economic situation in Europe. Four
years of hostilities culminated with the destruction of the Russian, German, Austro-Hungarian
and Ottoman Empires. In the midst of this many small nations seized the opportunity and
declared themselves as independent states. Amongst them Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Finland and
Poland separated from Russia. Although military activities ceased in Western-Europe there was a
completely new hazardous situation forming in Eastern Europe. Soviet Russia wanted to restore
the former borders of the Russian Empire and the country was on the brink of civil war. The newly-
formed Baltic States didn "t want to be a part of the communist regime. Eastern-Europe was again
on the doorstep of another military conflict. Therefore, for the first time in history the Republic of
Estonia had to organise armed forces to fight for its freedom.

During the Estonian War of Independence Estonians had to repulse the attacks of Soviet
Russia ‘s military forces from November 1918 to January 1920. This was a very difficult task for
the Estonian soldiers because at the beginning of the war the army was small and ill-equipped.
Compared to other Baltic States the overall military situation in Estonia was more complicated.
This was mainly due to Estonia’s geographical position. With a long coastline the country was
vulnerable to attacks from both the Soviet Army and the Baltic fleet. The Estonian higher military
command acknowledged this potential threat. Even if Estonian forces could stop the Red Army in
the mainland they can do little against the Soviet Baltic fleet at sea. It was also dreaded that the
Baltic fleet could easily overwhelm the capital Tallinn thus effectively ending the Estonian
military resistance. Estonian officers also believed that the Baltic fleet would play a crucial part in
the early invasion battles. Therefore, the Soviet Navy could reinforce the advancing Red Army
flanks with artillery support and landing operations. It is also worthy of mentioning that in 1918
there were no other competitive navies present in the Baltic Sea region (except Germany who had
to surrender the bulk of her Navy to the victorious Allies). Therefore, it was crucial for Estonia to
organise her own naval defences.



ARTO OLL | Forming the Estonian Navy and the activities of the British squadron in Estonian waters

The Estonian Navy was officially formed on November 21st, 1918. For a small country
with limited resources organising a technical branch of the armed forces proved to be a difficult
task. In November 1918 Estonia had practically no warships, necessary personnel, shore
establishments or an operating naval base. At the same time the Red Army aided by the Baltic
fleet's warships took Narva and Narva-Jéesuu with relative ease. The commander of Estonian
naval defences Rudolf Schiller assessed that Estonian naval units would not be ready for duty
before April 1919. Moreover, the force in question would have only consisted of a few ships which
clearly was not sufficient enough to challenge the Soviet Navy at sea. What was even more
astonishing is the fact that even the Estonian Provisional Government paid little attention to
organising State administered maritime institutions. In November-December 1918 all the
maritime infrastructure (harbours, lighthouses, auxiliary vessels and merchant ships) were taken
over and operated by the Estonian military organisation Defence League. During this time
Estonia had practically no effective naval force at their disposal. But the latter was essential for
the survival of the young republic. The main reason for this was that all the trade routes with
Scandinavia and Western-Europe were possible only by sea. To avoid isolation Estonia had to
organise her own maritime policy and form necessary maritime establishments that could aid
the Estonian war effort. Estonian delegates also appealed to the Government of Great Britain to
send food and military aid. In December 1918 a British squadron under the command of Rear
Admiral Alexander Sinclair arrived at Tallinn. At the same time, on December 23rd 1918, captain
Johan Pitka (who was later promoted to rear admiral) was appointed commander-inchief of
Estonian Naval forces. In late December 1918 with Sinclair's aid the Estonian Navy started to
conduct their first naval operation in the coastal waters of Northern Estonia. Through many
rotations the British squadron maintained a present force in the Gulf of Finland until December
1919 thus effectively blocking the activities of the Baltic fleet.



Prof. ANTONI F. KOMOROWSKI, MARIKA SOKOL | Lenkijos karo laivyno
akademija, Gdynia

Lenkijos karinio jury laivyno vystymasis po 1918-yjuy - pasirinktosios
problemos

Po Pirmojo pasaulinio karo, kuris baigési 1918 m. rugséjo 11 d., po 120 mety padalijimy ir
pavergimo Lenkija vél tapo nepriklausoma valstybe. Lenkija pradéjo ilga ir daug pastangu
reikalaujantj ekonomikos, pramonés ir kity sri€iy atkiirimo ir pertvarkymo procesa. Tai buvo
sieny stiprinimo ir kariuomeneés atkurimo laikotarpis.

Lenkijos karinis jury laivynas buvo jkurtas 1918 m. Savo vystymosi laikotarpiu jam teko
susidurti su virtine sunkumuy dél personalo, jrangos, technikos ir pan. Jury pajégos buvo kuriamos
daugiausiai naudojantis paskolomis, kurias Lenkijai padédavo gauti tarptautinés derybos. Tuo
metu pagrindinis Lenkijos skolintojas ir kariuomenés partneris buvo Pranctzija. Batent Sioje
Salyje buvo uZsakyti pirmieji musy Sarvuotlaiviai ir pabuklai. Patys pirmieji buvo uzsakyti du
eskadriniai minininkai ir trys povandeniniy miny minininkai, taip pat jiems skirtos patrankos,
pabuklai ir ginkluoté (artilerija, minos ir torpediné ginkluoté). Be to, naujiems laivams isigyti buvo
naudojamasi Anglijos paskolomis, uZz kurias buvo nupirkti dar du eskadriniai minininkai ir jy
jranga.

Nepaisant daugybés sunkumuy, Lenkijos karinis jury laivynas suklestéjo. Ji 1918 m.
lapkricio 28 d. gyvenimui prikéle Jézef Pilsudski.

Siame pranesime pateikiama tam tikra i§samesné informacija apie pagrindinius eskadriniy
minininky ir minininky aspektus Lenkijai atgavus nepriklausomybe.



Prof. ANTONI F. KOMOROWSKI, MARIKA SOKOL. | Polish Naval Academy, Gdynia

Development of the Polish Navy after 1918 - selected problems

After The World War I, which ended 11th September 1918, Poland once again became an
independent state after 120 years of partitions and enslavement. Poland began a slow and
laborious process of rebuilding and reconstructing many branches of economy, industry, and
other fields. It was the time of strengthening the borders and rebuilding the army.

Polish Navy was born in 1918 and during the process of its development, it had to face
numerous difficulties - staff, equipment, technical, and others. The marine forces were developed
using, mainly, loans which were given to Poland through international negotiations. At this time,
Poland's main lender and army partner was France. It was there where our very first battleships
and their cannons were ordered. The very first orders were two destroyers and three underwater
minelayers as well as their guns, cannons and weaponry, in the sense of artillery, mine, and
torpedo weapon. The process of gaining new vessels was also built up by English loans, which
were used to buy next two destroyers as well as their equipment.

Despite many complications, the Polish Navy was in blossom. It had been brought to life by
Jézef Pitsudski on November 28th 1918.

In the paper there have been presented certain details concerning the main aspects of the
destroyers and underwater minelayers in Poland after regaining independence.



GINTAUTAS JAKSTYS | Klaipédos universiteto Baltijos regiono istorijos ir
archeologijos institutas

Lietuvos karinio jury laivyno jureiviy kasdienybé tarpukariu

Lietuvos karinio jury laivyno jureiviy kasdienybé suvokiama kaip jprastiné jureiviy
kasdieniné veikla ir jos reglamentavimas, visuomeninis gyvenimas, laisvalaikis, tradicijos,
Sventés, buitis, gyvenamoji aplinka, maitinimasis, aprupinimas, tarpusavio santykiai ir kita veikla
susijusi su kasdieniniu jy gyvenimu. Sio prane§imo aktualuma lemia akivaizdZiai nepakankamas
tarpukario Lietuvos jureiviy kasdieninio gyvenimo pazinimas. Butent tokio pobudZzio tyrimy ir
publikacijy stoka salygoja neretai miglotg ir mistifikuota ne tik placiosios visuomenés bet netgi
dalies profesionaliy istoriky suvokimga, kaip ir kuo nagrinéjamuoju laikotarpiu gyveno Lietuvos
jureiviai. Galime tik konstatuoti, kad tarnyba kariniame jury laivyne buvo laikoma isskirtine ir
prestiZine. Tarnybos laivyne iSskirtinumas pasireiské nuo pat laivybos istorijos pradzios, nes
laivas apjungia savyje Zmoniy grupe kurios darni veikla uZtikrina laivo funkcionaluma ir
gyvybinguma. Tokiu budu laivo jgulg ir laiva sieja iSskirtiniai tarpusavio rysiai. Biitent laivyne
pirmiausiai susiformavo toks tarpZmogiskujy santykiy fenomenas kaip - jgulos brolybé. Nes
nepriklausomai nuo laipsnio ir uZimamuy pareigy visi jgulos nariai yra priklausomi vieni nuo kity
tiek Zygio, tiek musio metu, nes absoliuciai visi vienodai rizikuoja savo gyvybe. Laivo avarijos ar
skendimo atvejis neiSviangiamailemdavo ir jgulos likima.
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The Daily lives of the seamen of the Lithuanian Navy during the inter-
war period

The daily lives of the seamen of the Lithuanian Navy is often perceived as usual routine
and its regulation, social life, leisure, traditions, holidays, household, living environment, food,
supplies, inter-relationship and other activities related to their daily lives. The relevance of this
paper is grounded by significantly insufficient knowledge about the daily lives of the seamen of
the Lithuanian Navy during the inter-war period. Lack of research and publications of such
nature often leads to obscure and mystified perception by the wider public and even professional
historians as to conditions and sentiments shared by the Lithuanian seamen during the period in
question. We can only state that the service in the Navy was considered exceptional and
prestigious. Exclusivity of serving in the Navy has been obvious from the very beginning of the
history of shipping, as a ship embraces a group of people, the coherent activities of which ensure
functionality and viability of the ship. Thus, the crew and the ship maintain exceptional mutual
relationship. Brotherhood of the crew is the phenomenon of human interrelationship that, first of
all, occurred namely in the Navy. Irrespective of rank and/or position, all crew members are
dependent on each another during the voyage or in the battle, as absolutely all of them are equally
risking their lives. Shipwrecks or sinking had always inevitably influenced the fate of the crew.



Dr. GINTAUTAS SURGAILIS | Generolo Jono Zemaicio Lietuvos karo akademija,
Vilnius

Lietuvos karo laivynas netekus Klaipédos

1923 metais Lietuvai prisijungus Klaipéda, jai atiteko ir Klaipédos uostas, padares Lietuva
jurine valstybe. Po ilgy svarstytmu, 1935 m. rugpjtcio 1 d. jsakymu kariuomenei buvo oficialiai
isteigtas Lietuvos karo laivynas, kurio pirmuoju laivu tapo “Prezidentas Smetona”. Taciau karo
laivo gyvavimas Klaipédoje buvo gan trumpas. 1939 m. kovo mén. Vokietijai pareikalavus
sugraziti Klaipédos krasta, kovo 22 d. Lietuvos kariuomené paliko Klaipéda.

Kovo 22 d. 10 val. 30 min. laiva i$ trijy pusiy apsupus vokieciy SA jurininkams ir smogikai,
karo laivas ir jj lydintys policijos kateriai buvo priversti iSplaukti i§ Klaipédos. Policijos katediai
iplauké i Sventosios uosta, o "Prezidentas Smetona”, negalédamas i ji jplaukti, sustojo jiiroje pries
uosta. | kity 3aliy uostus jis tuo metu plaukti negaléjo, nes po 24 valandy, pagal tarptautinés
teisés normas, buty buves internuotas. Taciau kitg diena, staiga kilus audrai, laivui teko gelbétis
iplaukiant i Latvijos Liepojos uosta. Praéjus audrai, laivas grijZo i Lietuvos vandenis. Kovo 28 d.
laivas oficialiai iSplaukeé | Liepoja vykdyti laivo remonto darbus. Ten jis dar buvo siun¢iamas
kartus vykdyti jvairiy remonto darbuy. IS Liepojos, atlikus numatytus darbus, jis sugrizo liepos 6 d.
ir jplauké j pagilinta Sventosios uosta. Cia jis stovéjo iki Lietuvos okupacijos.

1939-1940 mety smarkios Ziemos audros sunesé | Sventosios uosta tiek daug smélio, kad
laivas nebegaléjo iSplaukti i jlira, taciau 1940 m. pavasarj jplaukimas | Sventosios uosta buvo
pagilintas.

1940 m. birZelio 15 d. Lietuva buvo okupuota. Prie Sventosios uosto pasirodé du sovietiniai
naikintojai ir povandeninis laivas, kurie uzblokavo {¢jimg j uosta. Birzelio 19 d. laivo vardas buvo
pataisytas paliekant tik “Prezidentas”, o birzelio 23 pakeistasi “Pirmunas”.



Dr. GINTAUTAS SURGAILIS | Lietuvos karo laivynas netekus Klaipédos

1940 m. birzelio 25 d. “Pirmuno” Zinion buvo perduoti pasienio policijos motorlaiviai ir
laivus aptarnaujantis personalas, nes Lietuvos pasienio apsauga perémé SSRS pasienio apsaugos
kariuomené. Taigi, trumpam laikui oficialiai buvo sukomplektuotas keletos laivy karinis laivynas.
1940 m. liepos 20 d. j Sventojoje esanti SSRS kariuomenés jgula pareikalavo, kad laivo
“Pirminas” jgula i3sikelty | kranta, o laive iSstaté savo sargybas. 1940 m. liepos 24 d. laivas buvo
pervestas j nuginkuota rezerva, o rugpjii¢io 3 d. perduotas Sventojoje esnaciai SSRS kariuomeneés
vadovybei.

Nuo 1940 m. rugséjo 1 d. karo laivo “Pirmuinas” taikos meto etatai Nr. 133 buvo panaikinti.
Karo laive tarnave karininkai, liktiniai puskarininkiai ir civiliai tarnautojai buvo iSskirstyti po
jvairias kariuomenés dalis. Likes karo laivo turtas parduotas i$ varzytiniy.

Sunaikinus Lietuvos kariuomene, laivas “Pirmiinas” buvo perduotas sovietiniam Baltijos
karo laivynui. I8 Sventosios uosto ji iStrauké atplaukes galingas vilkikas ir nubuksyravo i Liepojos
uosta. Toliau jo istorija Zinoma laivo “Korall” vardu.



Dr. GINTAUTAS SURGAILIS | General Jonas Zemaitis Military Academy of
Lithuania

The Lithuanian Navy after the loss of Klaipéeda

When finally Klaipéda and its surrounding area, including Klaipéda Port, was transferred to
Lithuania in 1923, Lithuania became the maritime state. After lengthy deliberations, the
Lithuanian Navy was officially established following the order dated 1 August 1935. Warship
Prezidentas Smetona became the flagship of the Navy. Though, the warship didn't stay in Klaipéda
for long. In March 1939, Lithuania acquiesced to the demands of Germany and transferred the
Klaipéda Region toit. On 22 March, the Lithuanian Army abandoned Klaipéda.

At 10.30 PM on 22 March, the warship was surrounded by the German seamen and hit
squads and was forced to leave Klaipéda, together with accompanying police boats. The said police
boats entered the Port of Sventoji, while Prezidentas Smetona stopped at the entrance of the port,
as it was not able to enter it. Also, the warship was not able to enter any other port, as according to
international regulations, it would have been intern in 24 hours. On the next day the storm
suddenly broke out, thus for security purposes the warship entered Liepaya Port in Latvia. After
the storm had ceased, the warship returned into the Lithuanian waters. On 28 March, the warship
was sent to Liepaya Port for repairs. There Prezidentas Smetona was repaired several times. After
repairs, the warship returned from Liepaya and, on 6 July, entered the dredged Port of Sventoji.
There Prezidentas Smetona was docked till the occupation of Lithuania.

In 1939-1940, severe winter storms brought a lot of sand to the Port of §ventoji, thus the
warship could not sail into the sea, but in Spring of 1940 the entrance to the Port of Sventoji was
dredged.

On 15 June 1940, Lithuania was occupied. Two soviet destroyers and one submarine
approached the Port of Sventoji and blocked its entrance. On 19 June, the warship was renamed as
Prezidentas, and some days later, on 23 June, it was renamed as Pirmunas.

On 25 June 1940, coastguard police boats and maintenance personnel were placed at the
disposal of Pirmunas, as the safeguard of the Lithuanian shores was transferred to the military
border guards of the USSR. Thus, the Navy incorporating several ships was officially set for a short
period of time.



Dr. GINTAUTAS SURGAILIS | The Lithuanian Navy after the loss of Klaipéda

On 20 July 1940, the garrison of the USSR army, stationed in the Port of Sventoji, demanded
the crew of Pirmunas to leave the ship and placed here its guards. On 24 July 1940, the warship
was transferred into the disarmed reserve and, on 3 August, handed over to the command of the
USSR army stationed in the Port of Sventoji.

As of 1 September 1940, 133 posts of the warship Pirmiinas established during the peace
period were eliminated. Officers, non-commissioned officers and civil staff were distributed to
different subdivisions of the army. The remaining property of the warship was put under the
hammer.

After the Lithuanian Army was destroyed, Pirmunas was handed over to the soviet Baltic
fleet. A powerful tug arrived to the Port of Sventoji and towed the warship to Liepaya Port. Later on
the warship continued serving under the name of Korall.



Dr. JURIS CIGANOVS | Latvijos karo muziejus, Ryga

Latvijos kariniy jury pajégu formavimas ir organizavimas desSimtojo
deSimtmecio pradzioje

[8kart po Latvijos nepriklausomybés atkiurimo 1991 m., buvo pradétas valstybés sieny
atkiirimas. Atkirus nepriklausomybe nedelsiant reikéjo reformuoti pasienio apsaugos pajégas,
siekiant apsaugoti valstybés sienas ant Zemeés, ore ir juroje.

Latvijos Respublikos atkurto karinio jury laivyno atgimimas prasidéjo Liepojoje -mieste,
kuriame 1940 m. birZelj Latvijos karinis jury laivynas buvo priverstas nuleisti savo véliavas.
Pirmasis karinio jury laivyno padalinys yra mokymo centras, jkurtas Liepojoje.

1992 m. sausio mén. Rygoje, prie Gynybos pajégy bustineés, o véliau prie Latvijos kariniy
jury pajégy bustinés buvo jsteigta Karinio jury laivyno administracija. Jos vadovu buvo paskirtas
kapitonas G. Zeibots. Naujai suformuoto karinio jury laivyno Liepojos eskadrono vadu buvo
paskirtas vyresniojo laipsnio vadas I. Lesinskis. Gynybos ministras T. Jundzis pasitlé perduoti
karinéms jiry pajégoms tris Zvejybos inspekcijos laivus, kuriuos buvo priémusi ty laiky Ministry
Taryba. Taigi, balandZio 11 d. Liepojoje savo véliava iSkélé pirmasis laivas ,Sams<«. Tuomet ir

prasidéjo reali juros sieny ir teritoriniy vandeny apsauga. Per pirmuosius ketverius metus buvo
sukurti Latvijos karinio jury laivyno struktiros pamatai.



Dr. JURIS CIGANOVS | Latvian War Museum, Riga

Formation and organisation of the Latvian Naval Forces in the
beginning of the 1990s

Immediately after the restoration of independence of Latvia in 1991, work was started on
the restoration of state borders. After the restoration of independence there was an urgent need
for the reformation of a border guard forces, in the order to defend the state border on the ground,
intheairand on sea.

The revival of the restored Naval Forces of the Republic of Latvia began in Liep3ja, the city
where, in the June 1940, the Latvian Navy was forced to pull its flags down. The first unit of the
Navy is considered to be the training center formed in Liepaja.

The Navy Administration was formed in Riga, in January 1992, at the Head Quarters of the
Defense forces, and later, at the LNF Head Quarters. Captain G. Zeibots, was confirmed as its chief.
Commander senior grade I. Lesinskis was appointed to the post of Commander of the newly
formed Naval squadron in Liepaja. The Minister of Defense T. Jundzis proposed to give to Naval
Forces three former fishing inspection ships, which were accepted by the Council of Ministers of
that time. As aresult,on April 11, in Liepaja, the first ships “Sams” hoisted the flag. At the time real
protection of the sea borders and teritorial waters began. During the first four years, the
foundations of Latvian Navy structure was established.
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Kariniy jury pajégu atkiurimas ir raida po 1990 m.: nuo Lietuvos
pakranciy apsaugos iki globalios kolektyvinés gynybos

1990 m. atkurus nepriklausoma Lietuvos Respublika, iskilo ir jos ginkluotujy pajégu
atkarimo klausimas. Pirma krasto apsaugos institucija, Krasto apsaugos departamentas (KAD),
buvo jkurtas jau 1990 m. balandzio 25 d., 0 1991 m. spalj jkurta Krasto apsaugos ministerija.
Krasto apsaugos sistema buvo atsakinga ir uZ valstybés sienos apsauga. Kaip ir tarpukaryje,
atsirado biitinybé saugoti ir jiiry siena. Si uzduotis teko 1991 m. gruodZio 31 d. jkurtai Pasienio
apsaugos tarnybos Pakranciy apsaugos rinktinei, kurios sudétyje buvo ir Atskiras laivy
divizionas. 1992 m. liepos 4d. buvo pilnai atkurtos Karinés jury pajégos, o ty paciy mety rugséjo
29d. -suformuota Kariniy jury pajégu flotilé.

Lyginant tarpukario Pirmosios Respublikos ir 1990 m. atkurtos Lietuvos atvejus galime
konstatuoti, kad pirmuoju ju net 12 mety juros sieng saugojo Pasienio policija, ir tik 1935 m. buvo
jkurtas Karinis jury laivynas, perémes dalj pasienio policijos funkcijy ir laivy. Tuo tarpu po 1990
m. i pasienio apsaugos i Karines jury pajégas buvo ,persokta“ per metus. Sukurtos pajégos jury
sieng galéjo ne tik saugoti, bet ir ginti - ju sudétyje greitai atsirado pabuklais ir raketomis
ginkluoti karo laivai. Siuo laikotarpiu, skirtingai nei tarpukaryje, Lietuvos karinés pajégos
sulaukeé technineés ir kitokios paramos i$ uZsienio saliy.

Ypatingai dideli pokyc€iai jvyko rengiantis stojimui { NATO. Transformavus Lietuvos
ginkluotasias pajégas, jvyko milziniSkas luZis - Karinés jury pajégoms iSkilo uZduotis ne tik
saugoti ir ginti valstybés jury siena, bet ir veikti globaliai, didZiausio istorijoje karinio gynybos
bloko sudétyje.

PraneSime bus apZzvelgtas Kariniy jury pajégu atkurimas, aprupinimas ir parengimas bei
ju raida, transformuojantis iS Lietuvos pakranciy apsaugos i globalios kolektyvinés gynybos
bloka.



EGIDIJUS PAPECKYS | Klaipéda University, The Institute of Baltic Region History
and Archaeology

Re-establishment and development of the Lithuanian Navy post-1990:
from the protection of the Lithuanian coasts to the global collective
defence

1990 m. atkurus nepriklausoma Lietuvos Respublika, iskilo ir jos ginkluotujy pajégu
atkarimo klausimas. Pirma krasto apsaugos institucija, Krasto apsaugos departamentas (KAD),
buvo jkurtas jau 1990 m. balandzio 25 d., 0 1991 m. spalj jkurta Krasto apsaugos ministerija.
Krasto apsaugos sistema buvo atsakinga ir uZ valstybés sienos apsauga. Kaip ir tarpukaryje,
atsirado biitinybé saugoti ir jiiry siena. Si uzduotis teko 1991 m. gruodZio 31 d. jkurtai Pasienio
apsaugos tarnybos Pakranciy apsaugos rinktinei, kurios sudétyje buvo ir Atskiras laivy
divizionas. 1992 m. liepos 4d. buvo pilnai atkurtos Karinés jury pajégos, o ty paciy mety rugséjo
29d. -suformuota Kariniy jury pajégu flotilé.

Lyginant tarpukario Pirmosios Respublikos ir 1990 m. atkurtos Lietuvos atvejus galime
konstatuoti, kad pirmuoju ju net 12 mety juros sieng saugojo Pasienio policija, ir tik 1935 m. buvo
jkurtas Karinis jury laivynas, perémes dalj pasienio policijos funkcijy ir laivy. Tuo tarpu po 1990
m. i pasienio apsaugos i Karines jury pajégas buvo ,persokta“ per metus. Sukurtos pajégos jury
sieng galéjo ne tik saugoti, bet ir ginti - ju sudétyje greitai atsirado pabuklais ir raketomis
ginkluoti karo laivai. Siuo laikotarpiu, skirtingai nei tarpukaryje, Lietuvos karinés pajégos
sulaukeé technineés ir kitokios paramos i$ uZsienio saliy.

Ypatingai dideli pokyc€iai jvyko rengiantis stojimui { NATO. Transformavus Lietuvos
ginkluotasias pajégas, jvyko milziniSkas luZis - Karinés jury pajégoms iSkilo uZduotis ne tik
saugoti ir ginti valstybés jury siena, bet ir veikti globaliai, didZiausio istorijoje karinio gynybos
bloko sudétyje.

PraneSime bus apZzvelgtas Kariniy jury pajégu atkurimas, aprupinimas ir parengimas bei
ju raida, transformuojantis iS Lietuvos pakranciy apsaugos i globalios kolektyvinés gynybos
bloka.



Prof. dr. VALDAS RAKUTIS | Klaipédos universiteto Baltijos regiono istorijos ir
archeologijos institutas

Lietuvos laivy likimai Baltijos juroje 1939-1944: iS 2017 mety
ekspedicijos sugijzus*”

1917 mety birZelio-liepos ménesiais Klaipédos universitetas su Karinémis jury pajégomis
organizavo ekspedicija | Suomijos jlanka, siekiant patvirtinti Lietuvos laivy, nuskendusiy
Suomijos jlankoje 1939-1944 metais fakta panaudojant giluminius Kariniy pajégu sonarus pagal
turimas koordinates. Ekspedicijos dalyviai ne tik sékmingai atliko savo pagrindine uzduotj, bet
taip pat skyré démesio istorinés medziagos analizei, bendravo su Estijos tyréjais, diskutavo
tarpusavyje, aplanké kai kurias su Lietuvos laivais susijusias vietoves Talino apylinkése.
PraneSime bus pristatyti Lietuvos laivy, nuskendusiy Suomiy jlankoje II Pasaulinio karo metais
likimai ir istorinis jy kontekstas: kokiose konkreciai operacijose dalyvavo Lietuvos laivai, kokia
reikSme turéjo tas dalyvavimas, su kokiais kitais jvykiai tai buvo tiesiogiai susije. PraneSime bus
pateikta naujy detaliy, nuotrauky ir intrigu.



Prof. dr. VALDAS RAKUTIS | Klaipéda University, The Institute of baltic Region
History and Archaeology

The fates of the Lithuanian ships in the Baltic Sea in 1939-1944:
exploration mission of 2017 completed

In June-July of 2017, Klaipéda University and the Lithuanian Navy arranged expedition to
the Gulf of Finland in order to confirm the fact about the sunken Lithuanian ships in the Gulf of
Finland in the period of 1939-1944, during which the sonar imaging according to the known
coordinates was used. The participants of the expedition successfully performed their task,
focussed on the analysis of the historical material, communicated with the Estonian researchers,
discussed on various topics and visited certain areas close to Tallinn related to the Lithuanian
ships. The paper will present the fates of the Lithuanian ships sunken in the Gulf of Finland
during the World War II and will highlight their historical context: in what specific operations the
Lithuanian ships were involved, how significant their involvement was and what other events
their were directly connected with. The paper will provide new details, photos and intrigues.
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